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Serial Number

#96-97--25

UNIVERSITY OF RHODE ISLAND
Kingston, Rhode Island
FACULTY SENATE
BILL
Adopted by t~aculty Senate
TO:
FROM:

President Robert L. Carothers
Chairperson of the Faculty Senate
The attached BILL, titled Three Hundred and Fiftieth Report of

1.

the Curricular Affairs Committee:

Proposal for a B.S. Degree in

Business Administration Major in International Business
is forwarded for your consideration.
2.

The original and two copies for your use are included.

3.

This BILL was adopted by vote of the Faculty Senate on
1997.

4.

After considering this bill, will you please indicate your approval
or disapproval. Return the original or forward it to the Board of
Governors, completing the appropriate endorsement below.

5.

In accordance with Section 10, paragraph 4 of the Senate's By-Laws,
this bill will become effective
May 15, 1997
, three weeks
after Senate approval, unless:
(1) specific dates for implementation
are written into the bill; (2) you return it disapproved; (3) you
forward it to the Board of Governors for their approval; or (4) the
University Faculty petitions for a referendum.
If the bill is
forwarded to the Board of GovJrn rs, it ~'ll Co:b
2 beco·m
· e effective
until approved by the Board.
~

April 24,

n '

~G--~------------~---UwU1 James G. Kowalski
~~~-------

April 25, 1997
(date)

Chairperson of the Faculty Senate
ENDORSEMENT
TO:
FROM:

Chairperson of the Faculty Senate
President of the University

Returned.
a.

Approved

b.

Approved subject to final approval by Board of Governors

c.

Disapproved

;;((

~ q7

(d te)

Form revised 9/91
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UNIVERSITY OF RHODE ISLAND
Kingston, Rhode Island
FACULTY SENATE
April 2, 1997
Faculty Senate Curricular Affairs Committee
Three Hundred and Fiftieth Report
Proposal for a Bachelor of Science Degree
in Business Administration
Major in International Business
S E C T I 0 N

I

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
ABSTRACT
The Curricular Affairs Committee unanimously approved the proposal for
a B.S. degree in Business Administration major in International
Business and voted to recommend approval at the Class B level
(recommends that proposed new programs compete for resources on an
equal basis with all other University activities). The proposed major
will be offered and administered by a Coordinating Committee and
Chairperson appointed by the Dean of the College of Business
Administration. The degree will incorporate existing courses offered
by the College of Business Administration, new courses developed by
departments in the College, and supporting courses in Language,
Culture, Communications, and Political Science.
BACKGROUND
The University of Rhode Island is widely recognized as having strong
programs in business administration. The proposed new major,
administered as a collaborative coordinated program in the College of
Business Administration will focus the attention of present and
potential students on the many strengths of present international
courses and faculty who are teaching and researching in the field of
international/global management.
The proposal for a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration
major in International Business was reviewed under the process
established by the Faculty Senate last year. Under the new review
procedures, the CAC served as a coordinating and review committee and
asked the Joint Educational Policy Committee and the Council of Deans
to review the proposal and make recommendations.
In addition, under
the new procedure, the CAC asked the Budget Office to review the
financial implications of the proposal.
The members of the Joint Educational Policy committee "were
enthusiastic with the opportunities provided by the International
Business Major." In her memorandum to the CAC on behalf of the JEPC,
Provost Swan stated that the proposed major would allow the University
"to take advantage of our existing faculty resources and our strong
reputation in international business."
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The council of Deans voted unanimously to support the program. The
Deans felt that the program fit with the focus area and with concerns
about internationalizing the curriculum and that the flexibility might
lead students to stay for a second degree. The Council also believed
that the "collaboration between and among the College of Business, the
Department of Modern and Classical Languages and Literatures and the
study Abroad Program will provide excellent opportunities for our
students."
In the Budget Office review, Budget Director Linda Barrett noted that
"existing faculty, administrative and support personnel resources
within the College of Business Administration are sufficient to
support this new major" as are the "classroom facilities, equipment
and learning resources" In concluding her review, Ms. Barrett stated
that "No additional budgetary resource commitments beyond those
presently committed to support the College would be needed." The full
text of the Budget Impact Statement appears in APPENDIX B.
Further, letters in support of the program were received from Dean
Diane Strommer, Interim Director of the Office of International
Education, and Professor John Grandin, Chair of the Department of
Modern and Classical Languages and Literatures.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
S E C T I 0 N

I
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RECOMMENDATION

The Curricular Affairs Committee approved the following proposal for a
new Bachelor of Science Degree in Business Administration major in
International Business at its meeting of March 24, 1997. It is now
presented to the Faculty Senate for approval at the Class B Level - to compete for resources on an equal basis with all other University
activities. The proposal is in the format required by the Board of
Governors for Higher Education.
PROPOSAL FOR A BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE IN BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
WITH A MAJOR IN INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS
A.

PROGRAM INFORMATION
1.

Name of Institution:

University of Rhode Island
2.

Department and College:

Interdepartmental - College of Business Administration
3.

Title of Proposed Program:

Degree:
Major:

Bachelor o f Science Degree awarded by the
College of Business Administration
International Business
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4.

Intended Date of Initiation:
Fall, 1997

s.

Anticipated Date of First Degree
June, 2001

6.

Intended Location:
University of Rhode Island, Kingston Campus

7.

Institutional Review and Approval Process
Date Approved
UGPC College of Business Administration

12/06/96

Faculty, College of Business Administration

12/13/96

Dean, College of Business Administration

12/13/96

Curricular Affairs Committee, Faculty Senate

3/24/97

Faculty Senate
President of the University of Rhode Island

8.

summary of Program:
The proposed B.S. degree in Business Administration with a
major in International Business will be offered and
administered by a Coordinating Committee and Chairperson
appointed by the Dean of the College of Business
Administration. The degree will incorporate existing
courses offered by the College of Business Administration,
new courses developed by departments in the CBA, and
supporting courses in Language, Culture, Communications, and
Political Science. Conceptually, the program is organized
into three phases.
In the first phase of the curriculum,
the student begins university level studies as a University
College student where basic courses in International
Politics, Language, lower-level business administration core
courses, and Cultural Understanding courses are studied.
In
the second phase, the student completes the core foundation
business administration common body of knowledge courses.
In the third phase, the major builds on the foundation
common body of knowledge business courses by students taking
upper-level international courses.

9.

Signature of the President:
Robert L. Carothers
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10.

Persons to contact during the review

Frank Budnick, Interim Dean
College of Business
Administration
874-4308
Blair M. Lord
Vice Provost
Academic Programs
874-2447
B.

Jane Stich, Assistant Dean
College of Business
Administration
874-4314

Clay V. Sink, UGPC,
College of Business
Administration
874-4354

RATIONALE

The University of Rhode Island is widely recognized as having
strong programs in business administration, namely:
accounting,
finance, management, management science and information systems,
and marketing. According to the College Search Service Student
Listing which compiles the number of students who are interested
in business majors, there are many students who are interested in
a having an international business major. Of the 2,672 students
given in this compilation who are interested in studying business
and who live in the URI target areas, 388 want to go to a school
that has an international business major. The breakdown is as
follows:
Accounting 768; Banking and Finance 236; International
Business 388; Management and other business related 991; and
Marketing and Advertising 289. Telephone inquiries and inquiries
during "Meet the University Programs" asking whether or not we
offer an international business program are frequent.
The
proposed new major, administered as a collaborative coordinated
program, in the College of Business Administration will focus the
attention of present and potential students on the many strengths
of present international courses and faculty who are teaching and
researching in the field of international/global management.
It
is expected that 25 to 30 students will be attracted to the
major.

c.

INSTITUTIONAL ROLE
Place Within the University

The proposed Bachelor of Science degree in Business
Administration with a major in International Business will
compliment other international programs especially in the College
of Business Administration; for example, the Center For Pacific
Basin-Capital Markets Research (PACAP} and the Research Institute
for Telecommunications Marketing (RITIM) .. The College has many
faculty members who have had international teaching and research
experiences. The CBA Institute for International Business has
established itself as a credible source for curriculum design and
for incorporating and becoming a partner with language studies.
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Effects on Other Programs
Degree Programs
Enrollments in other BS programs in the College of Business
Administration may be affected slightly; however, it is
anticipated that total enrollment in the College of Business
Administration will increase by approximately 20 students.
Some students will change from the General Business
Administration major to the International Business major,
and it is possible that a few students who are majoring in
one of the other disciplines of Accounting, Management,
Finance, Marketing, and Management Science and Information
Systems may change majors. The long-term enrollments in the
College of Business Administration should stabilize at
around 280 to 300 students which is the number of students
per class that the college can adequately support with
present resources. This program does not anticipate any
added resources. The proposal is a plan to refocus,
restructure what we are now doing so that we can do it
better. The proposal has the support of the Language
Department at the University of Rhode Island. The Study
Abroad Office Staff will be used often as a resource for
helping students find acceptable study abroad programs.
student Numbers in Selected Courses:
This program does not anticipate any increase in demand for
courses in the General Education Program. The requirements
are the same as they are now. The demand may be an added
five or fewer students in the international courses in the
College of Business Administration, but by shifting
schedules and times offered, no problem is anticipated.
The Language Department has always encouraged business
students to take language courses.
D.

CONTENT
1.

Proposed Catalog Description
International Business
The program is administered by a coordinating committee and
a coordinating chair appointed by the Dean of the College of
Business Administration. Students earn a Bachelor of
Science in Business Administration with a major in
International Business. The curriculum provides
specialization in the fundamental principles of
international business.
It also provides the common body of
knowledge courses that all other programs in the College of
Business Administration provides. The curriculum provides,
and even strongly recommends, the flexibility for students
to have minors in other areas in the College of Business
Administration or in disciplines outside business; for
example, languages. Students can choose an internship-
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language track in German or a study abroad track in other
languages. All students must have language proficiency or
demonstrate language study through the 104 (intermediate)
level. The internship is required for the German track.
Students who choose the study abroad track are encouraged
but not required to enroll in a program that provides an
internship. Several study abroad programs provide this
opportunity.
2.
E.

Program Requirements -

(See APPENDIX A)

RESOURCES

Because the International Business program i s an extension and
refinement of exist i ng i nstructional effort in the College of
Business Administration, no major additional instructional needs
are anticipated. The coordinating chair is expected to receive a
one- course release per year f or the work of coordinating chair
and is also expected to be the major advisor for all majors in
the program. However, this release will follow other guidelines
established by the Dean and University Administration; namely, if
resources are not available, no re l ease will be given.
F.

EVALUATION

The program will be evaluated during its fourth year. The
College of Business Administration Undergraduate Curriculum
Committee will conduct the review and will follow guidelines and
procedures that are used for other programs on campus.
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APPENDIX A
Requirements for the B.S. in Business Administration
Major in International Business
Credits

First Semester
Business Computing Applications
Introduction to Business
Foreign Language (F) {Note 1}
Global Business Studies (L)
COM 101; WRT 101, 103, 201 or 333
Traditions and Transformations

Course
BAC 110
MGT 110

Second Semester
Business Analysis and Applications
Literature (A)
Foreign Language (F) {Note 1}
Natural Science (N)
International Politics

Course
BAC 120

Third Semester
Elementary Accounting I
Principles of Economics I
Managerial Statistics I
Fine Arts/Literature (A)
Foreign Language or Culture

Course
ACC 201
ECN 201
BAC 201
BAC 207

Credits

Fourth semester
Elementary Accounting II
Principles of Economics II
Managerial Statistics II
Business Communications (Cw)
Foreign Language or Culture

Course
ACC 202
ECN 202
BAC 202
WRT 227

Credits

Fifth Semester
Financial Management
Marketing Principles
Organization & Management Theory
Operations Management
Foreign Language or Culture

Course
FIN 301
MKT 301
MGT 301
MSI 309

Credits

sixth Semester Study Abroad {Note 2}
Professional Elective
Professional Elective
Free Elective
Free Elective
Free Elective

Course

Credits

LET 151J
URI 101

PSC 116

3
3
3
3
3
1

Credits
3
3
3
3
3

3
3
3
3
3

3
3
3
3
3

3
3
3
3
3

3
3
3
3
3

FOOTNOTES
{1} Two semesters of one language or one semester at the 104 level or
language proficiency examination.
{2} During the sixth semester, students will study abroad. It is
expected that 15 credits will be earned. These credits should consist
of six credits of professional electives and nine credits of free
electives. With careful planning, the sixth and seventh semesters may
be interchanged.
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Seventh semester Internship {Note 3}
International Marketing
International Finance
International Business Elective {Note 4}
Letters/Foreign Culture (L&F) {Note 5}
Legal & Ethical Environment of Business

Course
MKT 451
FIN 452

Eighth Semester
Business Policy
International Business Elective {Note 4}
Professional Elective
Professional Elective
Free Elective

course
MGT 410

BSL 333

Credits
3
3
3
3
3

Credits
3
3
3
3
3

students are strongly encouraged to use Professional and Free
Electives to develop a specialization (minor) in one of the functional
business "areas such as: accounting, finance, management, marketing,
or management science and information systems."
FOOTNOTES
{1} Two semesters of one language or one semester at the 104 level or
language proficiency examination.
{2} During the sixth semester, students will study abroad. It is
expected that 15 credits will be earned. These credits should consist
of six credits of professional electives and nine credits of free
electives. With careful planning, the sixth and seventh semesters may
be interchanged.
{3} Available only in German at this time. · Those electing the German
language, complete the course work of the seventh semester during
the sixth semester. Those who begin the study of German at URI,
should plan to enroll in the URI German Summer School after the
sophomore year and will do a six-month internship in Germany during
the summer after the junior year and the first semester of the senior
year.
{4} International Business Electives must be chosen from BUS 354; COM
337; ECN 338, 344; FIN 455; MGT 453.
(Some new courses may be
approved.
Check with Program Coordinator.)
{5} A course that is included in the Letters Division and is also
part of a Foreign Culture Cluster.
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
A 2.00 overall grade point average and a 2.00 grade point average for
all 300 and 400 level business courses whether the course was taken as
a requirement or an elective. This average includes all attempts.
TRANSFER CREDITS
Credit transferred from a community or junior college is limited to
half the credits required f or the University of Rhode Island degree.
For a degree in business administration, that limit is 60 credits.
Junior and senior-level business courses are accepted from two-year
colleges as free electives and must be validated as course equivalents
by examination.
Department chairpersons should be contacted
concerning validation examinations.

Students who wish to study at another college or university must
obtain prior approval from the dean and earn a C or higher grade in
order to earn credit.
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PROFESSIONAL ELECTIVES
Courses numbered 300 and above offered by any department in the
College of Business Administration and the Department of Economics.
300 and above-level courses offered outside the College of Business
Administration when they are preapproved as international by the
Program Coordinator.
APPENDIX B
(Original on Letterhead)
TO:
FROM:

Leonard M. Kahn, Chairperson
Curricular Affairs Committee

DATE:

February 24, 1997

Linda Barrett, Budget Director

SUBJECT:

Budgetary Impact Statement for Bachelor of Science Degree in
Business Administration Major in International Business

The proposed bachelor of science degree in Business Administration
major in International Business represents an effort by the College of
Business Administration
to formalize this program and provide a
course of study which has been identified as an area of interest by
students interested in pursuing a business degree. This new major
would also compliment other international programs currently offered
by the College of Business Administration.
This program would be administered by a Coordinating Committee and
Chairperson appointed by the Dean of the College of Business
Administration. The coordinating chair would receive a one-course
release per year for this work, if existing guidelines and resources
allow it, and would also be the main advisor for all majors in the
program.
Existing faculty, administrative, and support personnel resources
within the College of Business Administration are sufficient to
support this new major.
Classroom facilities, equipment and learning
resources are also considered suitable to support the program.
The anticipated enrollment of 25 to 30 students is expected to have
only a slight effect on the existing complement of majors in the
College of Business Administration. Total enrollment in the College
of Business Administration is expected to increase by approximately 20
students.
Based upon our review of this proposal and consultation with Assistant
Dean Jane Stich, the new major would be offered and supported within
the existing resource base of the College of Business Administration.
No additional budgetary resource commitments beyond those presently
committed to support this College would be needed.
LB:cb
cc:

M. B. Swan
K. Kermes
B. Lord
F. Budnick

s. Black Grubman
J. Stich
c. Sink

